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The Regional Expert Consultation Meeting on “Impacts of Agricultural Chemicals Inputs on the 

Environment and Human Health in South Asia” was held on 21-22 April 2021. It was organized 

by SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC) in a virtual mode and the National Focal Experts from all 

eight SAARC Member Countries participated in this important meeting. The Chief Guest Mr. 

Md. Mesbahul Islam, Senior Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of the People’s 

Republic of Bangladesh graced the inaugural session of the meeting. Dr. S.M. Bokhtiar, 

Executive Chairman, Bangladesh Agriculture Research Council attended the session as Special 

Guest. The Director of SAARC Agriculture Centre, Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain chaired the 

inaugural session. Mr. Kinzang Gyeltshen, Senior Program Specialist of SAC cordially 

welcomed the National Focal Experts from eight Member States and other participants on the 

virtual meeting platform. He highlighted the objectives of the meeting and stressed the 

importance of the meeting as excessive use of agricultural chemicals led to adverse impact on the 

environment and human health in South Asian region. The Chief Guest stated the important role 

played by SAC in coordinating and creating common platform for the experts of the region to 

share their knowledge and experiences and disseminate knowledge in agriculture and allied 

subjects. He also applauded SAC for successful implementation of regional agricultural 

programs and vigorously disseminating agricultural technologies for the benefit of farming 

communities in the region. The Special Guest shared the importance of the meeting as rural 

population depends their livelihoods totally on agriculture and climate change posing serious 

threat to agriculture sector. The Chairperson of the inaugural session, Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain in 

his closing remarks heartily thank Chief Guest and Special Guest for sparing their valuable time 

and gracing the opening of the regional virtual meeting. Further, he also stated that uncontrolled 

use of agrochemicals in agriculture seriously affect the surrounding environment and health of 

the farmers. 

 



During the two days meeting, National Focal Experts shared agrochemicals regulatory 

frameworks, strategies and best practices, agrochemical technologies, research findings and long 

list of agrochemicals impacts on the environment and human health. In addition, they presented 

the challenges each country faced and the way forward to control and minimize adverse impacts 

of agrochemicals on the health of farmers and farming communities. The meeting was highly 

interactive and discussions were fruitful as intended, to achieve the objectives of the meeting. 

Based on the country status papers presentations and discussion in the meeting, numbers of 

pressing and key recommendations have emerged from the meeting for consideration by SAARC 

member countries for judicious and wise use of agrochemicals by the farmers in SAARC region. 

In the closing session, Director of SAC thank all National Focal Experts for the huge amount of 

time and energy that they have spent in gathering information, compiling, analyzing and finally 

formulating in the form of presentations and country papers. Following this remarks, Mr. 

Kinzang proposed a vote of thank highlighting Chief Guest, Special Guest, Director, Technical 

Session’s Chair and all eminent National Focal Experts for gracing the meeting and actively 

participating in the fruitful discussion.   

 

Objectives: 

• To assess the impacts of agrochemical inputs on human health and environment; 

• To share technologies and strategies to monitor and control the impacts of agrochemicals 

inputs; 

• To identify issues and challenges to control impacts of agrochemicals inputs on the 

environment and human health.  

Recommendations   

Policy  

• Develop/ strengthen National Policy on research & development of Agrochemicals and 

strengthening the regulation mechanism for their responsible use. 

• Review Agrochemical Acts/Regulations in SAARC Countries.   

• Provide incentives to bio-pesticide and bio-fertilizer (bio-stimulant) manufacturers, 

promoters and users. 

• Develop regional level protocol on transboundary movement of pesticides and bio-

control agents.  

 

Strategy 

• Strengthen research for developing IPM/IPNS technologies. 

• Develop strategy for easy access of bio-pesticides and bio-fertilizers to farmers. 

• Collaborative bio-pesticides development and dissemination mission mode program 

funded by SAARC countries. 

• Develop strategy to promote micronutrients use to develop self-defense mechanism in 

plants against insect pests and diseases. 

 

Management 

• Strengthen enforcement of agrochemicals rules and regulations to control adverse 

impacts on the environment and human health. 



• Promote Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) to ensure safe food and minimize adverse 

impacts.  

• Carry out continuous research and development of new technologies to counter changing 

characteristics of insect pests. 

• Establish the supervise trials to check the pre-harvest interval to ensure the safe food. 

• Establish/strengthen laboratory facilities to meet emerging needs of pesticides and 

fertilizers.  

 

Capacity Development 

• Conduct massive awareness program for farmers on judicious and safe use of 

agrochemicals. 

• Conduct adequate number of training on agrochemicals and balanced fertilization at 

regional level under the umbrella of SAARC Agriculture Centre.  

• Establish networking of scientists working in SAARC region for exchange of technical 

expertise on agrochemicals  

• Establish strong collaboration among SAARC member countries for sharing of plant 

protection and nutrient management technologies. 

• Build strong researcher, extension and farmer linkages in agrochemicals use and for 

dissemination of best practices.   

• Promote digital learning on agrochemicals and fertilizer usage. 

 


